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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11 and 16-34 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Applicant's amendment filed on 06/27/2006 necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). An IDS was submitted on 06/27/2006, which was translated by the office (human 
translation) and is being used for the current rejection. 

Claim Rejections -35 use §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 16, 23 and 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Niimura (IP Patent # 09-106662A). 

[Claim 1] 

Niimura teaches an electronic camera (figures 2 and 3, camera 30) wherein an imaging part is 
inherently present in order to capture a subject image. Niimura further teaches a recording 
medium which records captured image data of the subject image (Paragraphs 24-28); and a 
communication device which communicates with an external device (figures 2 and 3, 
simultaneous recorder 31) which performs audio regeneration (Paragraph 30 teaches background 
music BGM and extemal audio on the microphone 10. A communication device is inherently 
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present in the camcorder 30 when it is communicating with external recorder as stated in 
Paragraph 25), 

wherein when the subject image is captxired, audio regeneration data stored are recorded 
in the recording medium together with the captured image data (Paragraphs 24-27 and figure 5 
teach a song number being recorded on the audio track CHI of the video camcorder along with 
the image data), 

wherein the audio regeneration data include information regarding a location of non- 
ambient soimd data within the extemal device (e.g. song number. See Paragraphs 24-27), and 

wherein the non-ambient sound data corresponds to non-ambient sound regenerated by 
the extemal device when the subject image is captured (Paragraph 30 teaches background music 
BGM that is regenerated by the simultaneous recorder 31 via the earphone). 
[Claim 2] 

Niimura teaches an electronic camera (figures 2 and 3, camera 30) wherein an imaging part is 
inherently present in order to capture a subject image. Niimura further teaches a recording 
medium which records captured image data of the subject image (Paragraphs 24-28, figure 5); 

at least one of a display, which displays an image in accordance with the image data, 
recorded in the recording medium and an image signal output device, which extemally outputs 
an image signal in accordance with the image data recorded in the recording medium (Paragraph 
37 teaches images are played back on video camcorder 30 recorded on a video track image 
signal It would be inherent that there would be some kind of display device in order to playback 
the images and See paragraph 25 wherein video signal is output to a recorder 3 1) ; 
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a communication device which communicates with an external device (figures 2 and 3, 
simultaneous recorder 31) which performs audio regeneration (Paragraph 30 teaches background 
music BGM and external audio on the microphone 10. A communication device is inherently 
present in the camcorder 30 when it is communicating with external recorder as stated in 
Paragraph 25), 

wherein the image data and audio regeneration data recorded together with the image 
data in the recording medium are read out (Paragraphs 37 and 38), and the image is displayed in 
accordance with the image data ,and non-ambient soxxnd stored within the external device is 
regenerated in accordance with the audio regeneration data stored within the recording medium 
(Paragraphs 36-40). 

wherein when the subject image is captured, audio regeneration data stored are recorded 
in the recording medium together with the captured image data (Paragraphs 24-27 and figure 5 
teach a song number being recorded on the audio track CHI of the video camcorder along with 
the image data), 

wherein the audio regeneration data include information regarding a location of non- 
ambient sound data within the extemal device (e.g. song number, See Paragraphs 24-27), and 

wherein the non-ambient sound data corresponds to non-ambient sound regenerated by 
the extemal device when the subject image is captured (Paragraph 30 teaches background music 
BGM that is regenerated by the simultaneous recorder 31 via the earphone). 
[Claim 3] 
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In regards to claim 3 Niimixra discloses a recording and regenerating method of an 
electronic camera (figures 2 and 3, camera 30, Paragraphs 24-28, figure 5), comprising the steps 
of: 

regenerating non-ambient sound in accordance with audio data, which is recorded in a 
first recording medium (Paragraph 30 teaches background music BGM that is regenerated by the 
simultaneous recorder 3 1 via the earphone and Paragraph 17 teaches a song data ROM 4 that 
stores a multiplicity of BGM songs); 

recording image data representing a subject in a second recording medium at image- 
capturing, and recording, in the second recording medium, audio regeneration data together with 
the image capturing at the image capturing (Paragraphs 24-27 and figure 5 teach a song number 
being recorded on the audio track CHI of the video camcorder along with the image data. An 
image-recording medium would be inherently present in order to record image along with audio 
regeneration data) 

regenerating an image in accordance with the image data recorded in the second 
recording medium, and regenerating the non-ambient soxmd in accordance with the audio 
regeneration data which is recorded together with the image data in the second recording 
medium (Paragraphs 36-40). 

wherein the audio regeneration data include information regarding a location of the non- 
ambient audio data within the first recording medium, and wherein the non-ambient audio data 
corresponds to the non-ambient sound regenerated at the image capturing (e.g. song number. See 
Paragraphs 24-27, also see Paragraphs 36-40). 
[Claims 16 and 23] 
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Claims 16 and 23 are the combination of claims 1 and 3 and is therefore analyzed and rejected 
based on claims 1 and 3. 
[Claims 30-34] 

Niimura teaches a regeneration signal processing part configiired to regenerate the image data 
representing the captured subject image (Paragraphs 36 and 37), wherein when the image data 
representing the captured subject image is regenerated, the audio regenerating device is 
configured to regenerate the non-ambient sound corresponding to the audio regeneration data by 
the reading the non-ambient sound from the first recording medium (Paragraph 30 teaches 
background music BGM that is regenerated by the simultaneous recorder 3 1 via the earphone 
and Paragraph 17 teaches a song data ROM 4 that stores a multiplicity of BGM songs and 
Paragraphs 36-40 teach regeneration of image data along with audio data form the recorder 3 1). 

Claim Rejections -35 use §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U:S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3-11 and 16-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson (US Patent # 5,812,736) in view of Niimura (JP Patent # 09-106662), 

In regards to claim 3 Anderson discloses a recording and regenerating method of an 
electronic camera comprising the steps of 



Application/Control Number: 09/6 14,919 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2622 

recording image data representing a subject in a second record medium at image- 
capturing, and recording, in the second recording medium, audio regeneration data together with 
the image captxxring at the image capturing (e.g., column 5, lines 41-51 and 55-58; Fig. 5); 

regenerating an image in accordance with the image data recorded in the second 
recording medium, and regenerating the non-ambient sound in accordance with the audio 
regeneration data which is recorded together with the image data in the second recording 
medium, (e.g., column 6, lines 6-15; Fig. 6). 

Anderson does not disclose that the audio data is regenerated in accordance with audio 
recorded in a first recording medium and that in regenerating an image it is regenerated in 
accordance with the audio data which is recorded in the first recording medium, wherein the 
audio regeneration data include information regarding a location of the non-ambient audio data 
within the first recording medium, and wherein the non-ambient audio data corresponds to the 
non-ambient sound regenerated at the image capturing. Exammer notes that in Anderson's 
description it is impUed that the audio is input through a microphone in order to capture ambient 
audio data (column 6, lines 16-37). 

However Niimura discloses a recording and regenerating method wherein regenerating 
non-ambient sound in accordance with audio data which is recorded in a first recording medium 
(Paragraph 30 teaches background music BGM that is regenerated by the simultaneous recorder 
3 1 via the earphone and Paragraph 17 teaches a song data ROM 4 that stores a multiplicity of 
BGM songs) wherein the audio regeneration data include information regarding a location of the 
non-ambient audio data within the first recording medium, and wherein the non-ambient audio 
data corresponds to the non-ambient sound regenerated at the image captxiring (Paragraphs 24-27 
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and figure 5 teach a song number being recorded on the audio track CHI of the video camcorder 
along with the image data. An image-recording medium would be inherently present in order to 
record image along with audio regeneration data, e.g. song number, also see Paragraphs 36-40). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time of the 
invention to have added an external audio input terminal in order to enable a user to alternatively 
supply non-ambient audio data through other audio input devices if necessary. As such, audio 
data is regenerated in accordance with the first recording medium and is stored in the second 
recording medium along with the image data and the audio regeneration data. Upon regeneration 
of the image, audio data is regenerated from the second recording medium in accordance with 
the audio data in the first recording medium, namely they are identical audio data. 

In regards to claim 4 Anderson discloses the recording and regenerating method of the 
electronic camera as defined in claim 3, wherein: 

the audio regeneration data includes an elapsed time period extending between a start 
point of the regenerating of the non-ambient sound and a point of the image-capturing (e.g.. As 
see in Fig. 5 there is an elapsed time between the start of regenerating sound and a point of 
image-capturing, namely 1,3 seconds, wherein that audio tag is the audio regeneration data; 
column 5, hnes 20-58; Fig. 5); and 

the regenerating of the non-ambient sound in accordance with the audio regeneration data 
starts from the start point of the elapsed time period (e.g., Anderson discloses that the 
regeneration of the sound starts at the beginning of the audio track wherein that is 1 .3 seconds 
from the elapsed time; column 6, hnes 6-15; Fig. 6). 
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In regards to claim 5 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 4. Note that the 
elapsed time is again 1.3 seconds for the first image, 3.8 seconds for the second image, and 4.9 
seconds for the third image wherein, as described above, the audio regeneration starts at a 
predetermined time before the elapsed time, namely the audio starts 1.3 seconds before the first 
elapsed time, etc. Examiner notes that Anderson discloses that the regeneration of the image 
starts at the elapsed time (column 6, lines 6-15; Fig. 6). 

In regards to claim 6 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claims 4 and 5. Note that 
the order of regeneration is implied in the Anderson reference in that as shown in Fig. 6 the 
images are reproduced in time order, namely the first image is displayed first, etc. As disclosed 
by Anderson the sound data inherently is time-based and therefore has a order of regeneration 
based on that time and is therefore regenerated based on that order of regeneration (column 5, 
lines 37-38). 

In regards to claim 7 Anderson in view of Niimura fails to teach wherein the first and 
second recording mediums are memory cards. However Official Notice is taken that the use of 
memory cards to store image and audio data is very well known to one skilled in the art in order 
to make the data easily transferable to other devices. Therefore taking the combined teachings of 
Anderson and Niimura, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
to have been motivated to have used memory cards to store image and audio data in order to 
make the data easily transferable to other devices 

In regards to claims 8-11 see Examiners notes on the rejections of claims 4-7. 

In regards to claims 16-22 see Examiners notes on the rejections of claims 3-7 and 1 1 
respectively. 
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[Claim 23] 

Anderson teaches an electronic camera, con5)rising an imaging part, which captures a subject 
image (col 3 lines 18-20); and a recording device which records image data representing the 
captured subject image in a second recording medium at image-capturing, and records, in the 
second recording medium, audio regeneration data together with the image data (e.g., column 5, 
lines 41-51 and 55-58; Fig. 5) 

Anderson does not disclose a communication device which communicates with an 
external audio regenerating device that regenerates non-ambient sound in accordance with non- 
ambient audio data recorded in a first recording medium; wherein the audio regeneration data 
include information regarding a location of the non-ambient audio data within the first recording 
medium, and wherein the non-ambient audio data corresponds to the non-ambient sound 
regenerated by the extemal audio regenerating device at the image capturing. Examiner notes 
that in Anderson's description it is impUed that the audio is input through a microphone in order 
to capture ambient audio data (column 6, lines 16-37). 

However Niimura discloses a communication device which communicates with an 
extemal device (figures 2 and 3, simultaneous recorder 31) which performs audio regeneration 
(Paragraph 30 teaches background music BGM and extemal audio on the microphone 10. A 
communication device is inherently present in the camcorder 30 when it is communicating with 
extemal recorder as stated in Paragraph 25), that regenerates non-ambient soxmd in accordance 
with non-ambient audio data recorded in a first recording medium (Paragraph 30 teaches 
backgroxind music BGM that is regenerated by the simultaneous recorder 3 1 via the earphone 
and Paragraph 17 teaches a song data ROM 4 that stores a multiplicity of BGM songs) wherein 
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the audio regeneration data include information regarding a location of the non-ambient audio 
data within the first recording medium, and wherein the non-ambient audio data corresponds to 
the non-ambient sound regenerated by the external audio regenerating device at the image 
capturing (Paragraphs 24-27 and figure 5 teach a song number being recorded on the audio track 
CHI of the video camcorder along with the image data. An image-recording medium would be 
inherently present in order to record image along with audio regeneration data, e.g. song number, 
also see Paragraphs 36-40). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time of the 
invention to have added an extemal audio input terminal in order to enable a user to alternatively 
supply non-ambient audio data through other audio input devices if necessary. As such, audio 
data is regenerated in accordance with the first recording medium and is stored in the second 
recording medium along with the image data and the audio regeneration data. Upon regeneration 
of the image, audio data is regenerated fi-om the second recording medium in accordance with 
the audio data in the first recording medium, namely they are identical audio data. 
[Claim 24] 

Niimura teaches an image regenerating device which regenerates the subject image; and a 
regeneration control device which directs the image regenerating device to regenerate the subject 
image in accordance with the image data recorded in the second recording medium, and directs 
the extemal audio generating device through the communication device to regenerate the non- 
ambient sound having been regenerated at the image-capturing, in accordance with the audio 
regeneration data that is recorded together with the image data in the second recording medium 
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and also in accordance with the non-ambient audio data recorded in the first recording medium 
(Paragraphs 24-40). 
[Claims 25-28] 

In regards to claims 25-28 see Examiners notes on the rejections of claims 4-7, 
[Claim 29] 

In regards to claim 29 Anderson in view of Niimura fails to teach wherein the first recording 
medium is a disc and second recording medium is a memory card. However Official Notice is 
taken that the use of discs and memory cards to store audio and image data respectively is very 
well known to one skilled in the art in order to make the data easily transferable to other devices. 
Therefore taking the combined teachings of Anderson and Niimura, it would be obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used a disc and 
memory cards to store image and audio data in order to make the data easily transferable to other 
devices. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi*om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. ' 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9;00AM-5:30PM. 
8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571)-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for pubKshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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January 14, 2007 
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TECHNOLOGV CENTER 2600 




